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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS

NGA Glass Conference: July 2021
July 20, 2021, 3:00-5:00 pm ET | Zoom

Thirsty Thursday
August 26, 2021, 1:00 pm ET

GlassBuild America
Sept 13-15, 2021 | Atlanta, GA
- Glazing Executives Forum: Sept 13
- NGA Glass Conference: Sept 13-15

Understanding CA AB262

Urmilla Sowell
Director, Technical and Advocacy
National Glass Association

July + September 2021  |  glass.org/event/nga-glass-conference-july-2021
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NGA Glass Conference: July + September 2021
Online via Zoom

July 20, 2021  |  3:00 – 5:00 pm ET

 Committee Chair Updates
 Hot Topics Wish List development
 Networking + Happy Hour

In person at the Omni Hotel, with GlassBuild America

Sept 13, 2021  | 2:30 – 3:30 pm ET
Economic Outlook session at Glazing Executives Forum

Sept 14, 2021  |  4:00 – 5:00 pm ET
Tour + Reception at Mercedes Benz Stadium

Sept 15, 2021  |  8:00 am – 2:00 pm ET
Breakfast + Glass Magazine Top Trends Report

Opportunities + Challenges Discussion: 
engage our partners outside the industry to promote, educate 
and advocate for glazing and glass building products

Lunch + Technical Codes & Standards Update

Glazing Industry Contributor Discussion: 
focus on promoting, educating and advocating for our industry

glass.org / event / nga-glass-conference-july-2021

Hurricane ( + Tornado) Preparedness

 Laminated Glazing Reference Manual

 Glazing Manual

 Protective Glazing Manual

 Glass and Metals 401: Protective Glazing

 Hurricane Product Substitution

 Design Consideration for Laminated Glazing 
Applications

 Tornado Resistant Glazing: Standards and Performance 
Requirements

glass.org / store
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GlassBuild.com

NGA is a Registered Provider with The American Institute of 
Architects Continuing Education Systems. Credit(s) earned on 
completion of this course will be reported to AIA CES for AIA 
members. Certificates of Completion for both AIA members and 
non-AIA members are available upon request to sara@glass.org. 

This course is registered with AIA CES for continuing professional 
education. As such, it does not include content that may be deemed 
or construed to be an approval or endorsement by the AIA of any 
material of construction or any method or manner of handling, using, 
distributing, or dealing in any material or product.

Questions will be addressed at the conclusion of the presentation.
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Understanding CA AB262 
Buy Clean California Act 

Urmilla Sowell
NGA Advocacy and Technical Director

Outline

• PCR, LCA and EPD - defined

• Glass PCRs and EPDs

• CA AB262 – Buy Clean California Act 

• Differences of Flat Glass and Processed Glass

• Reference materials
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Product Category Rules (PCR)
The Guidelines

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)
The Analysis

Environmental Product Declaration (EPD)
The Communication

Decoding the Acronyms - PCR, LCA, and EPD

Product Category Rules (PCR)
The Guidelines

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)
The Analysis

Environmental Product Declaration (EPD)
The Communication

Decoding the Acronyms - PCR, LCA, and EPD
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Product Category Rules (PCR)
The Guidelines

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)
The Analysis

Environmental Product Declaration (EPD)
The Communication

Decoding the Acronyms - PCR, LCA, and EPD

Product Category Rules

Method for developing an Environmental Product Declaration

Establishes the system boundary 
• cradle to gate or cradle to grave

PCRs are typically valid for 5 years
• Can be extended
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Outline

• PCR, LCA and EPD - defined

• Glass PCRs and EPDs

• CA AB262 – Buy Clean California Act 

• Differences of Flat Glass and Processed Glass

• Reference materials

PCR System 
Boundary

Declared 
Unit

Glass Products Included Validity

NSF Flat 
Glass

Cradle-to-
gate

1t • UN CPC 3711 Flat, Float, 
Rolled

• Subclassess: UN CPC 
37112, 37113, 37114,

• Tinted

Thru 
2025

PCR for Flat Glass

https://d2evkimvhatqav.cloudfront.net/documents/pcr_flat_glass_2020.pdf
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PCR System 
Boundary

Declared
Unit

Glass Products Included Validity

ULE 
Processed
Glass

Cradle-to-
gate

1m² Processed/coated glass: 
• Heat-treated
• Insulating
• Laminated glass 
• Building envelope and 

installed interior

Thru
2020

PCR for Processed Glass

https://www.shopulstandards.com/ProductDetail.aspx?UniqueKey=35842

EPD (Industry Wide) for Flat Glass 
www.glass.org

https://www.glass.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/NGA_EPD_2019_12_16_signed.pdf
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Outline

• PCR, LCA and EPD - defined

• Glass PCRs and EPDs

• CA AB262 – Buy Clean California Act 

• Differences of Flat Glass and Processed Glass

• Reference materials

Download the FAQs PDF

What is California AB262? 
• October 16, 2017- California enacted Buy Clean California Act (AB 262) 

to address carbon emissions. 
• The new law is in response to Executive Order B- 30-151.

• CA State agencies must consider the Global Warming Potential (GWP) 

of “eligible materials” in their sourcing. Materials include:
• Carbon steel rebar
• Structural steel
• Mineral wool board insulation
• Flat glass

17

18



6/17/2021

10

Transportation

Water Resources

Parks & Rec

Corrections

Military

General Services

University

Buy Clean California Act – CA AB262

Key Legislation Dates – Updated by AB1817

• January 1, 2019 – EPDs will be requested by the state

• January 1, 2020 – EPDs will be required by the state

• January 1, 2021 – DGS publishes the maximum acceptable GWP for eligible 

materials

• July 1, 2021 – EPDs will be required and used to gauge GWP compliance of eligible 

materials

Buy Clean California Act – CA AB262
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Key Legislation Dates –
Updated by AB1817

• January 1, 2021 – DGS publishes 

the maximum acceptable GWP for 

eligible materials

Buy Clean California Act – CA AB262

Buy Clean California Act – CA AB262
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Buy Clean California Act – CA AB262

Outline

• PCR, LCA and EPD - defined

• Glass PCRs and EPDs

• CA AB262 – Buy Clean California Act 

• Differences of Flat Glass and Processed Glass

• Reference materials
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Flat Glass Manufacturer 
A

Plant location X Plant location Y

Flat Glass Manufacturer 
B Cut-to-Size Heat-treating or 

Tempering

Lamination, Coating, 
Decorating

Insulating & Installation 
into framing materials

Glazing systems installed 
in buildings

What is Flat Glass? What is Processed Glass?

Float Glass Supplier Glass Fabricator Contract Glazier

Flat Glass Processed Glass

Buy Clean California Act – CA AB262

California DGS defines flat glass in the AB262 FAQ’s as “float or 
rolled glass that is clear or tinted”

AB262 states flat glass and references the flat glass Product Category Rule (PCR).

Flat glass is not installed into completed commercial buildings.

Processed glass is utilized in construction and installed in buildings. 

Processed glass is not included in AB262. 

NGA submitted a letter to DGS further clarifying this topic. 

However, AB262 has already been passed into law with language limited to flat glass. 

Why does AB262 reference flat glass when 
buildings are glazed with processed glass?
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https://www.glass.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/NGA.EPD%20FAQs%2004.2020.pdf

Flat Glass Manufacturer 
A

Plant location X Plant location Y

Flat Glass Manufacturer 
B Cut-to-Size Heat-treating or 

Tempering

Lamination, Coating, 
Decorating

Insulating & Installation 
into framing materials

Glazing systems installed 
in buildings

Is a facility-specific EPD required by AB262?

Buy Clean California Act – CA AB262

Fabricators, glazing contractors 
What do I need to do if I am a fabricator or glazing 
contractor and am asked for flat glass facility specific 
data by a customer in order to comply with AB262 in a 
public works building? 
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Buy Clean California Act – CA AB262
Explain California DGS defines Flat Glass in the AB262 Frequently Asked 

Questions as float or rolled glass that is clear or tinted. 

1. Flat Glass, as defined by AB262, is not supplied to public works buildings. 

2. Flat glass manufacturers are several steps removed from the final 

product that is installed in public works buildings. 

3. As legally written, AB262 does not apply to processed glass that is 

typically supplied to California public works buildings.

Outline

• PCR, LCA and EPD - defined

• Glass PCRs and EPDs

• CA AB262 – Buy Clean California Act 

• Differences of Flat Glass and Processed Glass

• Reference materials
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https://www.glass.org/about-nga/advocacy

https://www.glass.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/NGA.EPD%20FAQs%2004.2020.pdf

31

32



6/17/2021

17

https://www.glass.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/NGA.EPD%20FAQs%2004.2020.pdf

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/PD/Resources/Page-
Content/Procurement-Division-Resources-List-Folder/Buy-
Clean-California-Act

https://www.glass.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/NGA.EPD%20FAQs%2004.2020.pdf
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https://www.glassmagazine.com/article/product-transparency-faqs

Understanding CA AB262

Urmilla Sowell
NGA

QUESTIONS?
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