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The request: 
 

 Provide tax incentives for recycling glass as existing buildings are remodeled and/or demolished, 
beginning with requirements for government buildings. 

 Support glass recycling infrastructure. 
 

 
The issue: 
 
Approximately 10 million tons of flat glass was manufactured in 
2018. 2.5 million tons (25%) was recycled as glass cullet 7.5 
million tons (75%) was incinerated/landfilled.  
 
Glass recycled materials can be used in a wide variety of 
industries from recycling back into the melt furnace to make new 
windows, glass containers (jars & bottles), road grade, fiberglass, 
reflective highway paint, landscaping products, countertops, and 
coastal restoration materials. 
 
>50% of the 2050 building stock exists today with single and 
double pane windows, so RETROFIT will be key to meeting 2050 
energy conservation goals for buildings. Windows that are 
removed from buildings at the time of replacement can be 
recycled.  
 
Glass is infinitely recyclable which 
supports a circular economy and 
reduces waste and landfill. These 
benefits drive material choice decisions, 
for example glass containers instead of 
less recyclable materials such as single 
use plastics. 
 
Recycling could soon become 
competitive due to carbon costs 
increase and landfilling becoming more 
expensive. 
 
The glass recycling industry creates jobs 
and tax benefits. 

 
The strategy: 
 
Recycling and reusing glass saves raw material usage. 
Incentivization drives research and development and 
innovation which will speed adoption.  

 
Glass recycling helps reduce the cost and emission 
burdens on glass manufacturing.  
 
Recycling glass reduces raw material mining, reduces 
furnace fuel needed to manufacture glass, and reduces 
the furnace emissions from glass plants. 
 
Higher recycled material content is a key element for 
future decarbonization efforts for the glass industry.   
 
Replacement windows can be a cost-effective retrofit 
solution, as shown in GSA: GPG-049 report, 2021.  
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