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49th Floor, One Bryant Park BoA Tower

Building Product Recovery and Recycling 4

Commercial Office Reclamation
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49th Floor, One Bryant Park BoA Tower

Interior Commercial Office Glass Pilot at One Bryant Park
Architectural Glass Recovery and Recycling 5
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49th Floor, One Bryant Park BoA Tower

Interior Commercial Office Glass Pilot at One Bryant Park
Architectural Glass Recovery and Recycling 7
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Loading Dock, One Bryant Park BoA Tower

Demolished Glass for Removal at One Bryant Park
Float Glass Recovery and Recycling 8
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Concrete w. GGP Concrete w.o. GGP Total Concrete
18290.5 CY 25854.5 CY 44145 CY

41.43% 58.57%
20-30 Halletts Point
Credit: Field Condition

Lower Embodied Carbon Concrete
Recycled Ground Glass Pozzolan (GGP) as SCM at 20-30 Halletts Point

1
9
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HAULER - Cardella
transports materials

RECYCLER – CertainTeed/Saint-Gobain
processes materials

SORTING FACILITY – Cooper Tank
receives and stockpiles materials

CONTRACTOR - UAG
Oversees drywall installation; Site separates construction waste

NEW WALLBOARD
TRIM SCRAP

NEW WALLBOARD
TRIM SCRAP

BUILDING PRODUCT
MANUFACTURER –

CertainTeed/Saint-Gobain

NEW WALLBOARD
TRIM SCRAP

NEW GYPSUM
WALLBOARD

Closed Loop Gypsum Wallboard
Trim scrap site separation, recycling, manufacturing at 20-30 Halletts Point 20

paper gypsum

VIA 57 West
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Introductions
Builder



Scan to Access



GFAB | Glass Conference

Introductions
Architect



Circularity in 
Practice at Gensler

Stephen Katz, AIA, LEED AP BD+C
Principal - Technical Director 

NGA Glass Fabricator Conference

06.16.2026



OUR FIRM

57 Offices Worldwide
6000+ Professionals
32 Practice Areas
100% Employee Owned



Gensler designs ~1 Billion sf annually, 
40% is workplace

On average, workplace materials have 
a 10-year life before going to landfill

OUR RESPONSIBILITY



Our Approach

Gensler focuses on the full lifecycle impact of building materials—from manufacturing 
through reuse.

Our Gensler Product Sustainability (GPS) Standards set criteria for materials 
(including architectural glass) based on:
- embodied carbon
- recycled content
- health/toxicity
- lifecycle transparency

The standards explicitly push manufacturers toward:
- higher recycled content
- better environmental product declarations (EPDs)
- alignment with certifications

For glass, this means encouraging lower-carbon production and products.
A “whole-lifecycle” 
view of materials 
(including glass)



Material Standards 
(GPS)

18
Establishes sustainability 
performance criteria for 
the top 18 most commonly 
used, high-impact product 
categories selected for 
interior projects.

ACTs, Panels + Grids Demountable Partitions

Gypsum Board

Batt Insulation Carpet Tile Decorative Glass

Task ChairsInterior Latex Paint

Board Insulation

Resilient 
Flooring +Base

Non-Structural 
Metal Framing

Systems Furniture

Textiles TileAccess Flooring HM Doors + Frames WallcoveringBroadloom Carpet



Material Standards 
(GPS)

5
Impact Areas

Organizational Commitments

Life-Cycle Impacts

Multi-Attribute Certifications

Indoor Air Impacts

Material Health & Transparency



Our Approach

Circular economy 
mindset: reuse and 
recycling aspects

The most sustainable material is the one you don’t have to manufacture again.

We prioritize:
- adaptive reuse of buildings
- salvaging and repurposing materials
- designing for future flexibility and disassembly

Deconstruction instead of demolition can preserve significant material volume.

For glass:
- Reusing existing façade systems and possibly glazing (when possible) is preferred 
over recycling.
- When reuse isn’t feasible, materials are selected to be recyclable and compatible with 
circular supply chains.



Our Approach

Performance-first 
glass design (reducing 

operational carbon)

Glass is also treated as a performance system, not just a material.

Glass assemblies are specified glass to:
- improve daylight which reduces artificial lighting demand
- controls solar heat gain which reduces HVAC energy
- supports occupant wellbeing (views, natural light)

This aligns with a major sustainability principle of reducing operational carbon over a 
building’s lifetime.



Research



Projects + Pilots

01 74 19 - CONSTRUCTION 
WASTE

02 41 19 – SELECTIVE 
DEMOLITION

PRE-DEMOLITION 
SURVEY

SAMPLE DEMOLITION PLANSWaste diversion Specifications

For all projects with 
demolition in scope, we are 
piloting source separation 
to recover three market-
ready materials :

• Acoustic ceiling panels
• Carpet tile
• Architectural glass



Projects + Pilots
Etsy HQ 

750+
Furniture, fixtures + 
materials reused
from current office

800
linear feet of NYC wood 
scaffolding salvaged for 
reuse

Linear feet of reclaimed 
water tower wood salvaged 
from the existing building

1,150



Thank you!

Stephen Katz, AIA, LEED AP BD+C
Principal - Technical Director 



FRAMING THE DISCUSSION
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Architectural Glass Value Chain  Circularity

Raw (virgin) 
Materials

Manufacturing 
(Float)

Processing 
(HS/FT/IG/LM)

Construction Service
End-of-
Service

Landfill

Recycle 

Re-Use

A B
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Glass broken on the floor
Swept-up, loaded wheelbarrows 

Brought to our containers in 
loading dock

One Bryant Park • Interior Fit-out

Modernization of Interiors
Demolition of the existing interiors

to 48-49th floors

Courtesy:
The Durst Organization



Loading of Doors/Windows
in loading dock

Finished Product at IRT Facility

345 Park Avenue • Interior Demo of 17th Floor

Night-time Staging
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Hauling done by Cardella
30 yard rolloff

Full Building Demolition
Exterior Glass Removal

1233 York Avenue - NYC

Whole Windows 
Removed

Staged on Floors

Courtesy:
Consigli / Turner Construction Co
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1133 Ave of the Americas, 34th and 35th Floor*
Interior Office Front Glass Removal

Courtesy:
The Durst Organization



GFAB | Glass Conference

1133 Ave of the Americas, 34th – 35th Floors
Interior Office Front Glass Removal

Courtesy:
The Durst Organization



GFAB | Glass Conference

1133 Ave of the Americas, 32nd Floor
Interior Office Front Glass Removal

Courtesy:
The Durst Organization



Sometimes...things don’t go as planned 107
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